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MAHAJANAPADAS ANI]THE RISE OF MAGADHA:

16 MONARCHIES, FOREIGN INVASIONS,
AND POLITICAL UNIFICATION

1. WHAT ARE MAHAJANAPADAS?

+ The term ‘Mahajanapada’ means
‘great realm’ or 'large kingdom'.

+ These were 16 large and
powerful kingdoms or
republics that emerged
in the mid-1st millennium
BCE.

+ They were more stable,
organized and territorial
than earlier Janapadas.

They laid the foundation g
for state formation and g (
political consolidation
in India.

3. FORMS OF GOVERNMENT

INTRODUCTION

(W i
e

The period from 600 BCE to 322 BCE was a
transformative era in Indian history.

It witnessed the rise of sixteen Mahajanapadas,

the growth of powerful kingdoms, foreign

invasions from the West, and ultimately,

the political unification of most of India

under the Mauryas.

A
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2. THE SIXTEEN MAHAJANAPADAS

The 16 Mahajanapadas are mentioned in
Buddhist and Jain texts.

» Anga -+ Kuru

» Magadha |+ Panchala
+ Kashi |« Matsya
» Kosala « Surasena
* Vajji (Vriji)  Assaka

+ Malla | = Avanti

» Chedi * Gandhara
» Vatsa » Kamboja

These kingdoms varied in size,
resources, form of government, SESNGIFIGES
and cultural development.

Mahajanapadas had different forms
of governance:

Monarchies (Rajtantra):
Ruled by kings

@e Republics (Ganarajya):
Ruled by assemblies or clans
(e.g., Vajji, Malla, Shakya)

This diversity reflects the
political experimentation
in ancient India.

o

5. FOREIGN INVASIONS

+ 6*h-5% century BCE:
Persians under Cyrus the Great
conquered Gandhara.

¢ » 4*h century BCE:
Alexander the Great invaded India
in 326 BCE, reaching the north-west.

¢ + These invasions opened India to
new ideas, trade and cultural
interactions.

* Magadha emerged as the most powerful

| Mahajanapada.

| » Its strengths:

| » Fertile land (rich in agriculture)
» Abundance of natural resources
» Strategic location

» Strong rulers and efficient administration
| ¥ Control over iron resources

* It expanded its territory through

conquest, diplomacy and alliances. EFFave

-/,I .

6. POLITICAL UNIFICATION

« After the decline of Nanda dynasty,
Chandragupta Maurya, with the guidance
of Chanakya, overthrew the Nandas and
established the Maurya Empire in 322 BCE.

« This was the first political unification
of most of India.

« It brought stability, centralized
administration and paved the way =
for India's classical age.

% Rise of Mahajanapadas
led to state formation.

W Growth of urban centers,
trade, and economy.

¥ Emergence of powerful
kingdoms like Magadha.

v Foreign invasions brought
new influences.

¥ Political unification under Ll TN

Mauryas laid the foundation |||J_“LI!JH!'LJ'I
for a united India. —

s

8. KEY TAKEAWAY

v/ The era of Mahajanapadas was
a turning point in Indian history.

v’ It witnessed the rise of kingdoms,
intellectual growth, foreign
contacts, and the unification
of India.

v/ Magadha's rise and the Mauryan
Empire marked the beginning of
a new political era.
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16 MONARCHIES, FOREIGN INVASIONS,
AND POLITICAL UNIFICATION

CREAYDR .M:A.DEMIA

S . . s s — ——.-..—..—-..-l"

The 16 Mahajanapadas were sixteen great kingdoms or republics that existed in ancient India
between 600 BCE and 300 BCE.

(ECLTEE (e MAHAJANAPAmsj :

¢ Mentioned in Buddhist texts o S

(Anguttara Nikaya) and Jain texts “6“ y (g oo i %ﬁ
(Bhagavati Sutra). s E\ mm

£

R ; ? Monarchies (Rajantra):
j - . ? _;—w"} - . . . sl _?"E'\_-;._.l“.?.\. . Ru[ed b:.’,r kings_

: 5 P : { bt Gandhara <‘ b . e St < O

e These kingdoms varied in size, '- & : 2

§ s R . B ol N S {
resources, form of government S e L AbLe AT . e
0 : ¢ e l} o Republics (Ganarajya):

Ruled by assemblies
_ : ; : or clans (e.g., Vajji,
They were more stable and ; ._'j o 9 Bee Malla, Shakya).
organized than the earlier ' e e G Pl S N

(monarchy or republic) and
cultural development.

e : & _E:,_J e i s 'Lf e
Janapadas. = ¢ Bl {.’: ) l*ﬂ e
X ; L Chedi : __’} -

. ¥ ) = N W

S s A e T ) b
b e
e .

They laid the foundation for . e ey, e et :
state formation and political \-L\_\ ,,A; g o iRy N = ; This diversity reflects the
unification in India. sz 5 % = political experimentation

ARABIAN SEA. | = v i \."":.,,f.‘- o : ! and dynamic nature of
&3 : ancient Indian society.

%- "".E : ] .
@%@Qﬂw ) : t

Mahajanapada Capital Lﬁrpe of State Location (Approx.) No. | Mahajanapada Capital Type of State | Location (Approx.) |

Anga . Champa Monarchy Eastern Bihar 9 | Surasena Mathura | Monarchy Mathura Region |
Magadha | Rajagriha Monarchy South Bihar 10 | Avanti Ujjain & Mahishmati | Monarchy Malwa Region .
Kashi Varanasi Monarchy Around Varanasi 11 | Matsya Viratnagara Monarchy Alwar-Jaipur Region
Kosala Shravasti Monarchy Awadh Region 12 | Panchala Ahichchhatra & Monarchy Northern U.P.

e . 4 4 Kampilya
Vajji (Vri Vesal Republ North Bih
aiji (Vriji) i FEw - # 13 | Kuru Indraprastha Monarchy Delhi-Meerut Regiuni

Malla Kishinara &P Republic Easter LLE: 14 | Gandhara | Takshashila Monarchy | Northwest (Pakistan)
Chedi Suktimati Monarchy Bundelkhand 15

Kamboja Rajapura Monarchy | Hindu Kush Region

Vatsa Kausambi Monarchy Prayagraj Region 16 | Assaka (Asmaka)| Potali Monarchy IGudavari Valley f|

4 o

~ OBSERVATIONS 8 "~ iMpORTANCE TN i QUICK FACTS

¢ The middle Ganga valley (Magadha, Kosala, Created political consciousness

Vajji, Vatsa) emerged as the heartland of and territorial identities.

A7 Period: 600 BCE - 300 BCE
Pt ' Encouraged trade, urbanization A

I - I
| ® Northern and north-western regions and economic growth. ARl Sources: Buddhist (Anguttara

Gandhara, Kamboj t f S, - : .
i ar-l z-ira amboja) were gateways o Lk itin Gaurtwork fox. the Nikaya), Jain (Bhagavati Sutra)
oreign influence.

rise of Magadha. Ty Forms: Monarchies &

Ultimately led to the political LSS Republics
unification under the Mauryas. '

ONE LINE MEMORY TRICK |

Anga, Magadha Kashi, Kosala, Vajji, Malla, Chedi, Vatsa

Total Mahajanapadas: 16

| L
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TYPES OF MAHAJANAPADAS - —
‘Monarchies (Rajyas) and Republics (Gana-Sanghas)

The 16 Mahajanapadas were political units that existed in ancient India between 600 BCE and 300 BCE.

They were of two types based

1. MONARCHIES (RAJYAS)

These were states ruled by a king (Raja). Power was
hereditary and centralized in the hands of the ruler.

KEY FEATURES

Rule by a king (Raja).
Hereditary succession.

Centralized administration.

v
v
v
v

King was the highest

: authority in all matters.
| ? v Officials were appointed
by the king.

Permanent army.

Revenue collected by the
state for administration and

defence.

o EXAMPLES OF MONARCHIES

Anga Vatsa Kuru

Magadha Avanti Gandhara

Kashi Matsya Kamboja

Kosala Panchala Assaka (Asmaka)

L ] ]
L L]

(Total Monarchies: 12)

b
-t

o

|/»/IHPORT£NT POINTS

w Both types of states
coexisted in ancient India.

Monar-::hles (Rajyas)
King (Raja)
Hereditary and centralized

Aspect
Head of State
Mature of Power
Monarchies were

generally larger and
more powerful.

i Decision Making

Administration | Officials appointed by the king

‘ Army
Republics were smaller =
but more democratic in
nature.

Revenue

Examples
Magadha rose as the

most powerful monarchy | -
and united India under

the Mauryas.

Nature More stable and larger in size

Monarchies (Rajyas)
Ruled by a king, hereditary,
centralized power, larger kingdoms.

v
v

EXAMPLES OF REPUBLICS

Taken by the king and his ministers
Standing army maintained by the king

Collected by the state (King's treasury]
Anga, Magadha, Kosala, Avanti, etc.

- SUMMARY

KEY TAKEAWAY

on their form of gmrernment

These were states where power was shared by a group
of people or clans. Decisions were taken in assemblies
or councils.

~ KEY FEATURES

v Rule by a group or clan

(Gana or Sangha).
Elected or oligarchic leaders.

Decisions taken in assemblies
(Sabha) or councils.

Members had more
participation in governance.

Smaller in size and territory
compared to monarchies.

Often called ‘Ganatantras’
(republics).

e \atsa* (some sources consider

it a republic, some a monarchy)

e Vajji (Vriji)
Malla

Chedi

e Shurasena (in some texts)

(Total Republics: 4 to 5)*

COMPARISON BETWEEN MONARCH[ES AND REPUBLICS

Republ:cs (Gana Sanghas}

Group of people or Clan leaders (Gana)

Y ol e e T
. S i = /= A}

DID YOU KNOW?

The Vaijji Confederacy
(including Lichchhavis)
was one of the most
powerful republics and
was admired by
Buddha for its system
of collective decision-
making.

Elective or oligarchic and collective
| Taken in assemblies or councila
| 0;ﬁ::|als elected or chosen by the assembly |
Militia or army controlled by the assembly |
'Culle;:ted b}r the assembly for cummun:se
"-.fam Malla, Chedi, (Vatsa*), Shurasena®

Smalter, more democratic and participative

Republics (Gana-Sanghas)
Ruled by a group, collective decision-making,
smaller states, more democratic.

The diversity in the form of government among the Mahajanapadas
shows the political experimentration of ancient India, which laid the
foundation for later unification under the Mauryas.

@4 www.creatoracademia.in
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Among the sixteen Mahajanapadas, Magadha emerged as the most powerful kingdom between
6*"—4*" century BCE and laid the foundation for a united India under the Mauryas.

R "12GADHA AT A GLANCE S ) - 1. STRATEGIC GEOGRAPHICAL LOCATION -

Capital (Early): Rajagriha 3 _ « Situated in the middle Ganga valley,
| ﬂ . N which was the heartland of

ancient India.

| M Capital (Later): Pataliputra

Dynasties: Haryanka, Shlshunaga. .
Nanda

Protected on three sides by
gl rivers — Ganga, Son and
MAGADHA Punpun.

" Provided natural defence and

9 Region: Southern Bihar
easy access to trade routes.

o2 Key Rivers: Ganga, Son, ol : T e h
R \_r B - R Central location allowed

Punpun i "
P expansion in all directions.

Visionary and capable

* Magadha had abundant
rulers like Bimbisara

* Prosperous agriculture

iron ore, especially in the
Chotanagpur plateau.
Iron tools and weapons
gave military advantage.
Fertile alluvial soil of the

Ganga valley supported
agriculture and surplus

due to fertile land and
Fivers.

Development of trade
and commerce along
the Ganga.

Control over important
trade routes increased

and Ajatashatru
expanded the kingdom.

Diplomacy, alliances,
marriages and wars
were used effectively
for expansion.

. Well—nrganized army
with infantry, cavalry,

chariots and elephants.

Use of iron weapons
and fortifications
improved defence
and offense,

production. wealth.

6. CONQUEST AND 7. CONTROL OVER ANGA
~ ANNEXATION POLICY .

. Cnnquered naighboring
Mahajanapadas like Anga,
Kashi, Kosala (partly),
Vajji, Malla, etc.

8. EFFICIENT ADMINISTRATION
i

# Strong centralized

4 administration under
the Haryankas and
Shishunagas.

9. WEAKNESS OF
~ OTHER MAHAJANAPADAS |
£

i % [Frequent conflicts
among other kingdoms.
Lack ot unlty and
strong leadership
weakened them.
Magadha used these
weaknesses for its rise.

m o —_\-\I
|

v Magadha rose from a regional kingdom |
to the most powerful state in India.

Appointment of
officials, spies and
well-organized
revenue system.

» Eonquest of Anga (c. 5" century BCE)
gave access to the sea (Bay of Bengal)

* Policy of continuous through the port of Champa.

expansion increased

territorial size and influence.

* Boosted trade, revenue and
communication.

- MAJOR RULERS OF MAGADHA -

Bimbisara (c. 544-492 BCE)
Expanded kingdom through wars and alliances.
Marriages with Kosala and Lichchhavi princesses.

W

Magadha became the
dominant power in Morth
India and eventually laid
the foundation for the
Ajatashatru (c. 492-460 BCE) Mauryan Empire - the

| Conquered Vajji confederacy, first political unification
Developed Rajagriha and built forts. of Inclia.

v Its strength lay in geography, resources,
leadership, economy and military power.

v The rise of Magadha changed the course

of Indian history.
Udayin (c. 460-444 BCE)
| Shifted capital from Rajagriha to Pataliputra.

Strengthened the kingdom further. Political unification of India

began with Magadha.

W Promoted economy, trade,
urbanization and culture.

W Created a strong base for
Mauryan administration
and governance.

Nanda Dynasty (c. 4™ century BCE)
| Greatly expanded the kingdom and
amassed huge wealth.

KNOWLEDGE TODAY,
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Magadha rose from a regional kingdom to the most powerful empire in India under
four major dynasties.

‘emmma RISE OF MAGADHA
i

e Early capitals: Rajagriha
(Girivraja) — Pataliputra

Strategic location, rich
resources and strong

leadership helped Magadha
become the foremost power.

It played a key role in the
political unification of India.

) C o

ey

-y

S

=

{ MAGADHA

;
{

. Rajagriha

( A
_® Pataliputra

A

HARYANKA
DYNASTY
c. 544 - 412 BCE

@: Impurtam_H:leE]

Bimbisara (c. 544 - 492 BCE)

+ Conquered Anga.

+ Strengthened Magadha through
marriages and alliances.

Ajatashatru (c. 492 - 460 BCE)

+ Conquered Vajji (Licchavis).

» Expanded kingdom and built
forts.

* Known for innovations in
warfare.

Udayin (c. 460 - 444 BCE)

» Shifted capital from Rajagriha
to Pataliputra.

+ Pataliputra later became a
great imperial capital.

[ Established the power base of
Magadha,

[ Laid the foundation for future
expansion.

—

HARYANKA

Laid the foundation
and expanded
Magadha.

ey Pints

SHISHUNAGA
DYNASTY
c. 412 - 344 BCE

%f Important Rulers \

Shishunaga (Founder)

= Overthrew the last Haryanka
king.

* Expanded kingdom.

Kakashatru
+ Defeated the Avantis.

+» Shifted the capital from
Rajagriha to Vaishali.

Ei/ Further expansion of Magadha.
4 Administrative developments.

[ Control over important
p
regions.

SHISHUNAGA

Strengthened and
expanded the
kingdom.

rr

L

$

" THE FOUR MAJOR DYNASTIES OF MAGADHA

s TIMELINE OF MAGADHA DYNASTIES -

HARYANKA c. 544 - 412 BCE
DYNASTY Founded the power of Magadha

and laid the foundation.

c. 412 - 344 BCE
Expanded the kingdom and
shifted the capital.

c. 344 - 322 BCE

Created a vast empire with a strong

o it I

c. 322 - 185 BCE LT
Achieved political unification of India :
and spread Buddhism.

DYNASTY

NANDA
DYNASTY

MAURYA
DYNASTY

MAURYA
DYNASTY
c. 322 - 185 BCE

W Important Rulers
Chandragupta Maurya
(c. 322 - 298 BCE)
+ With Chanakya's guidance,
overthrew the Nandas.
+ Established the Maurya Empire.
+ Conquered most of India.

Bindusara (c. 298 - 273 BCE)
« Expanded the empire
further.

Ashoka the Great
(c. 273 - 232 BCE)

NANDA
DYNASTY

c. 344 - 322 BCE

W Important Rulers |

Mahapadma Nanda (Founder)

+ Overthrew the Shishunaga
dynasty.
Considered the first ruler to
build a large empire.
Conquered Kalinga, Ashmaka,
and parts of South India.

» Amassed immense wealth.

Dhanananda (Last King)
+ Had a vast army.
+ Overthrown by Chandragupta

Maurya with the help of + Kalinga War (261 BCE).
Chanakya. ' » Followed Buddhism.

+ Promoted Dhamma and
Key Points -

welfare.
i Inscriptions and edicts
E( Created the largest empire
before the Mauryas.

—-

across India.

B ) Poinis S

E/Pulitical unification of India
(first time).

[ Efficient administration.

[ Known for strong centralized
rule and huge treasury.

[ Unpopular due to heavy taxes. |

A Spread of Buddhism and
Indian culture.

‘TEaniA R P
PRATYE RIS L

MAURYA
Achieved political
unification of India

and spread Dharma.

NANDA

Built a vast empire
with a strong
administration.

J |

« Magadha's dynastic rise changed the political map of India.
+ From a regional kingdom, it emerged as an empire under the Mauryas.
+ The legacy of administration, governance, and cultural unity influenced India for centuries.

HISTORICAL
IMPORTANCE
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s 4. FOREIGN INVASIONS IN NORTH-WEST INDIA - gz

North-West India was the gateway to the Indian subcontinent.
Several foreign invasions took place through the Khyber Pass and other routes.

‘s ENTRY ROUTES o MAJOR FOREIGN INVASIONS IN NORTH-WEST INDIA -

e :-“**thdu HuSh 7 Invader / Tribe | Period (Approx.) | From Route ‘Areas Affected | Significance

"-._......_..._.__...................-’

Achaemenid » Congquered Gandhara
: c. 6™ centur Persia Khyber Gandhara, &
Persians y ; y and parts of Punjab.

BCE (Iran) Pass Punjab,

=7 | (558-486 BCE) Sindh * Introduced Aramaic
! script and coinage.

T
Bolan Pass | /-

Punjab Established Greek kingdoms. ‘

i
* INDIA S c.2century | Greece |HinduKush | . . Menander (Milinda) was ‘
2 BCE (Bactria) | via Khyber

Mathura the most famous ruler.
IS A0SINIB) Pass region Promoted art, culture
Y and trade.

Western = Established rule in

¢, 2rd — 15t Central Asia | Khyber & y . Western India.
tury BCE Botar Page | s Punjab -
x century n Gandhara Major rulers: Maues,

Major routes: Azilises.
Khyber Pass, Bolan Pass, Gomal Pass : T - i 1 1
(connected India with Central Asia, Persia Parthians c. 1% century Parthia Khyber Gandhara,

and beyond) BCE — 1t (Iran) Pass Punjab
L : i e |

Controlled parts of
Gandhara and Punjab.

Facilitated trade between |
century CE India and West Asia.

I(ushanas Gandhara, Founded a vast empire.

c. 1% - 3rd Yuezhi tribe Khyber Punjab, Famous ruler: Kanishka,

century CE (Central Asia) Pass Mathura, Great patrons of Buddhism,

Morth India trade and art.

o —— —
| CAUSES OF FOREIGN INVASIONS % ( IMPACT ON INDIAN SOCIETY i IMPORTANT POINTS

» Geographical openness of the
North-West frontier.

v Introduced new military techniques, Alexander the Great (326 BCE)
weapons and cavalry. Though not a long-term ruler,

" Urban centres like Taxila flourished o his invasion opened the door
as centres of learning and trade. NS g for Greek influence in India.

attracted invaders. v Encouraged cultural exchange —

Desire to capture fertile land, Greek, Persian and Indian elements 7 =
control trade routes and wealth. blended. A great Indo-Greek ruler

Weak and disunited political
situation in early period.

Riches and resources of India

Menander (Milinda)

Strategic importance of India's who is known from the

position between East and West. v/ Strengthened the need for a strong AP Milindapanha (Buddhist text).
~ 3 centralized power, which later

LEFFECTS OF FOREIGN IN\MSIDNS @ emerged under the Mauryas. . % Kanishka (Kushan Empire)
e ' [=r

» Political Impact: Many regions cam 2 ] o~ One of the greatest rulers
under foreign rule. b fTera) PP o _ N who promoted Buddhism
Cultural Impact: Introduction of new . in e (R e and held the Fourth Buddhist
art (Greek art), coinage, seripts and s LR Garet
administrative ideas. I : - ]

Economic Impact: Growth of trade
and commercial activities. North-West as Gateway

Social Impact: Interaction of cultures e R o a1 LiHE (B These invasions made the
led to a composite culture. - — —_— Rl = i| North-West India a melting
Long-term Impact: Paved the way for Taxila — a major centre of learning, ; :
Engy[ == ot p oS TLRET Pz Hie trade and cultural interaction.

L )

Foreign invasions in North-West India played a crucial role in shaping India’s political,
cultural and economic history and ultimately paved the way for the rise of
a strong and unified empire under the Mauryas.
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AND POLITICAL UNIFICATION i, )

X QUICK EXAMINATION FACTS O d

- — - . Small facts |

| * Build strong |

| memory ||
e High scores! |

MAHAJANAPADAS - 16 large kingdoms/exclusive republics in ancient India (c. 64 century BCE).
MAGADHA - Emerged as the most powerful kingdom and laid the foundation of the Mauryan Empire.
FOREIGN INVASIONS — North-West India was the entry point for many foreign invaders.

POLITICAL UNIFICATION - Achieved under the Mauryas, the first empire in India.

.

L

e e e e e . o - e e e e e e e e
Py

e
T
y

Mahajanapadas: 16 kingdoms and e Maurya Dynasty: Chandragupta Maurya
overthrew the Nandas; established the

Mauryan Empire.

republics existed in the 6th—4th century <"

BCE in the Ganga plain and beyond.

Types: 12 Monarchies (Rajyas) and
4 Republics (Gana—Sanghas).

® Chandragupta Maurya: With the help
of Chanakya, established first empire of

India.

Monarchies: Ruled by a king, power

hereditary, centralized administration. ® Bindusara: Son of Chandragupta;
expanded the empire further.

Republics: Ruled by clans/assemblies,
elective leaders, collective decision

making. ruler; after Kalinga war, adopted

Dhamma and promoted peace.

Magadha: Located in present-day
Bihar; early capital — Rajagriha, ® Foreign Invasions — Entry Routes:
later — Pataliputra. Through Khyber Pass, Bolan Pass and

other routes from Central Asia.

|
|
‘ ® Ashoka the Great: Greatest Mauryan
|
Rise of Magadha: Fertile land, iron l

resources, strategic location, strong ® Achaemenid Persians: First to invade

North-West India (c. 6th century BCE);
conquered Gandhara.

kings, efficient administration.

Important Rivers: Ganga, Son, Punpun
supported agriculture, trade and

N A oy ® Indo-Greeks: Menander (Milinda)

was the most famous Indo-Greek ruler.

® Shakas (Scythians): Ruled in Western
India; important rulers — Maues, Azes.
® Kushanas: Kanishka was the greatest
Kushan ruler and patron of Buddhism.

Haryanka Dynasty: Bimbisara and
Ajatashatru expanded and strengthened

Magadha.

Shishunaga Dynasty: Shifted capital
to Vaishali; ruled after Haryankas.

Nanda Dynasty: Built a huge empire ® Political Unification: Achieved under

with a powerful army and treasury.

the Mauryas, bringing most of India
. under one administration.

QUICK EXAMINATION FACTS -

Monarchies & Rise of

Republics Magadha J

Foreign Political Strong India

Dynasties
Y Invasions Unification

"y

KNOWLEDGE TODAY,
SUCCESS TOMORROW

Creator Academia @ www.creatoracademia.in




MAHAJANAPADAS AND THE RISE OF MAGADHA: }

16 MONARCHIES, FOREIGN INVASIONS,
AND POLITICAL UNIFICATION

Test your knowledge of ancient India’s political Iandscape, the rise of Magadha,

foreign invasions and the path to political unification.

Which one of the following was the capital of
Magadha during the time of the Haryanka Dynaaty’?

o Rajagriha
e Pataliputra

Correct Answer: A. Rajagriha

Explanation:

Rajagriha (modern Rajgir) was the

first capital of Magadha during the
Haryanka Dynasty. Later, under the
Shishunaga Dynasty, the capital was |
shifted to Vaishali and then under the
Nanda Dynasty it was shifted to |

h Pataliputra.

How many Mahajanapadas were there in ancient India
according to Buddhist and Jain texts?

-
Correct Answer: C. 16

Explanation:

Buddhist texts like Anguttara Nikaya
and Jain texts like Bhagavati Sutra
mention 16 Mahajanapadas (Sodasa

Mahajanapadas) in ancient India.
.

Which of the following was a feature of the
Republics (Gana-Sanghas) among the Mahajanapadas?

0 Rule by a hereditary king
9 Decision making in assemblies
e Permanent standing army

0 Centralized administration

Correct Answer: B. Decision making
in assemblies

Explanation:

Republics or Gana-Sanghas were ruled
by assemblies of clan leaders or
representatives. Important decisions
were taken collectively in the Sabha
or council.

Which ruler is known for expanding Magadha's
territory and strengthening its administration
during the Haryanka Dynasty?

@) udayin

(® Bimbisara

G Ajatashatru

@ Mahapadma Nanda

e

o

._’-——-- 3

Which foreign invader is known as the first to invade
North-West India?

o Indo-Greeks

) Achaemenid Persians

0 Shakas (Scythians)

0 Kushanas

Quick ||
Revision ]I
Tips ‘\

» Practice more MCQs to strengthen your concepts!

Correct Answer: B. Bimbisara

Explanation:

Bimbisara (c. 544-492 BCE) was a
powerful ruler of the Haryanka
Dynasty. He expanded Magadha
through conquests, alliances and
marriages and strengthened

» Focus on key capitals, dynasties and important rulers.
» Remember the types of Mahajanapadas and their special features.
» Link foreign invasions with routes and areas affected.

administrat ion. s

.
Correct Answer: B. Achaemenid Persians

Explanation:

The Achaemenid Persians (c. 6th century
BCE) under Darius | were the first to
invade North-West India. They conquered
Gandhara and parts of Punjab and

. Sindh.
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Which among the following was NOT one of the sixteen
Mahajanapadas?

o Panchala
0 Kamboja

Correct Answer: D. Kamboja

Explanation:

Kamboja was not one of the sixteen
Mahajanapadas. It was a frontier region
(in the North-West) and not a part of the
Sodasa Mahajanapadas. The 16
Mahajanapadas included states like
Kashi, Avanti, Panchala, Magadha, etc.

SR I TR TR —

Which river valley provided a strategic advantage to
Magadha in terms of trade and communication?

@ Yamuna Valley
G Godavari Valley

G Ganga Valley
0 Narmada Valley

Who was the first ruler of the Nanda Dynasty?
) Mahapadma Nanda :

@ Dhanananda

G Chandragupta Nanda

(®) Udayin Nanda

Which of the following foreign invasions occurred
earliest in North-West India?

) Indo-Greek Invasion
() Achaemenid Persian Invasion
9 Shaka (Scythian) Invasion

() Kushana Invasion

i3 N T
Correct Answer: C. Ganga Valley

Explanation:

Magadha was located in the Ganga valley,
which provided fertile land, water support
for agriculture, and easy communication
and trade with other regions. This
geographical advantage helped Magadha

in its rise.

| Correct Answer: A. Mahapadma Nanda

Explanation:

Mahapadma Nanda was the founder of
the Nanda Dynasty. He is known for
building a vast empire and amassing
immense wealth.

' ™y
Correct Answer: B. Achaemenid Persian

Invasion

Explanation:

The Achaemenid Persians (c. 6™ century
BCE) were the first to invade North-West
India. They conquered Gandhara and parts
of Punjab and Sindh during the reign of

Darius L.

) Chandragupta Maurya
() Bindusara

(® Ashoka the Great

() Brihadratha

Correct Answer: A. Chandragupta Maurya

Explanation:

Chandragupta Maurya, with the help of
Chanakya, overthrew the Nandas and
established the Mauryan Empire. He
achieved political unification of most of
India for the first time.

e ey

Remember the 16 Mahajanapadas and their types (Monarchies & Republics).

Guick | Focus on Magadha’s rise: location, resources, and strong administration.

Revision | Know the major dynasties: Haryanka, Shishunaga, Nanda, Maurya.
Foreign invasions entered through the North-West — know the routes and invaders.
Practice regularly to strengthen your learning and score high!
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Which of the following was an important reason
for the rise of Magadha?

0 Coastal location

e Fertile land, iron resources and
strategic location

G Lack of natural resources
G Weak administration of rulers

Which of the following best describes the
Republics (Gana-Sanghas) among the
Mahajanapadas?

o Ruled by a hereditary king
0 Ruled by elected representatives
@ Ruled by a priestly class

0 Ruled by a central bureaurracy

Which of the following dynasties
established the first empire in India?

@ Haryanka Dynasty
9 Nanda Dynasty

@ Maurya Dynasty
0 Shishunaga Dynasty

Which foreign invasion is associated with
the route through the Khyber Pass'?

) Achaemenid Persian Invasion
() Indo-Greek Invasion

e Shaka (Scythian) Invasion
0 Kushana Invasion

S
Correct Answer: B. Fertile land, iron

resources and strategic location

Explanation:
Magadha had fertile land in the Ganga
valley, abundant iron ore in the
Chotanagpur plateau, dense forests,
and a strategic location, which
helped in its economic growth and
military expansion.

AN

Correct Answer: B. Ruled by
elected representatives i

Explanation:

Republics or Gana-5Sanghas were
ruled by assemblies or councils
of clan leaders or representatives.
Important decisions were taken

; E' | Explanation:

collectively.

Correct Answer: C. Maurya Dynasty

The Maurya Dynasty, founded by
Chandragupta Maurya in 322 BCE
with the help of Chanakya, established
the first empire in India, which
stretched over a large part of the
subcontinent.

Correct Answer: A. Achaemenid
Persian Invasion |

Explanation:

The Achaemenid Persians under Darius |
(c. 6* century BCE) entered India through
the Khyber Pass and conquered Gandhara

and parts of Punjab and Sindh.
N

i

—a—) » Learn the 16 Mahajanapadas and classify them into Monarchies and Republics.
* | - . - z 1 1
QU_IC_k '; > Focus on Magadha'’s rise, its dynasties and reasons for territorial dominance.
Revision |I » Remember the routes and impacts of foreign invasions.
Tin' \

Who among the following is known as
the ‘Devanampriya Priyadarshi’ in the
inscriptions?

) Chandragupta Maurya

(@ Bindusara

® Ashoka the Great
() Brihadratha

Correct Answer: C. Ashoka the Great

A

r;,-

> Practlce r«a&gu.;larl:t,.r and rewse key facts tn score hlgh in exams'

Explanation:

The term ‘Devanampriya Priyadarshi’
(Beloved of the Gods, He who looks .
with kindness) was used by Ashoka .
k the Great in his edicts and inscriptions.
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Test your understanding of key facts, rulers, invasions and political
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. & Foal '“\I
Which battle marked the decline of the Nandas and Correct Answer: D. Battle of Pataliputra
paved the way for the Mauryan Empire?

Explanation:
@ Battle of Hydaspes

N Adba . \JAdl . Chandragupta Maurya, with the help of
0 Kalinga War Al &\ -: ey , | Chanakya, defeated the last Nanda ruler,

' e NN TR Dhanananda, in the Battle of Pataliputra
(c. 322 BCE). This victory led to the

0 Battle of Pataliputra o < ._ J Y- e # ' | establishment of the Mauryan Empire.
' \ J

e Battle of Chaunsa

Fa ™

Which among the following was a major source TR e T e TR

of income for the kingdom of Magadha?

e Trag i) herses ! - Magadha was rich in iron ore, copper and
() Iron and other minerals i R e other minerals. Iron was essential for

e Sea trade _.;"- ; : S =T agriculture (tools), weapons and everyday
= "en Ak use, which gave Magadha an economic

Explanation:

0 Salt production K o o S - S » and military advantage.

Which emperor is known for extending the
Mauryan Empire to the south and west?

Correct Answer: B. Bindusara

. Explanation:
9 Chandragupta Maurya =l ; Bindusara, the son of Chandragupta Maurya,
0 Bindusara o extended the empire further. His empire
: stretched from Bengal in the east to
hoka th
@ Ashoka the Great b Guijarat in the west and covered most
0 Brihadratha : I\ 3 of peninsular India.

The Achaemenid Persians entered North-West ik

India through which mountain pass'?

Q Bolan Pass \ : .

O Khyber Pass The Achaemenid Persians (under Darius )
- o e - s | entered India through the Khyber Pass

G Gomal Pass \ -_.:_-_ r ﬂ‘ G . | in the 6" century BCE and conquered

@) ShipkiLa B el o L Gandhara and parts of Punjab and Sindh.

Correct Answer: B. Khyber Pass

Explanation:

‘A W e

Which of the following was NOT a feature i Correct Answer: C. Village republic system |
of the Mauryan administration? 1 G = Explanation:

) Centralised administration X | R o The Mauryan administration was highly
fidlt~ A centralised with a strong bureaucracy,

. e 7 : spies, provincial governors and various
(C) Village republic system M\ x . OHIINST : ' departments. Village republic system was

& = = [ a feature of some Gana-Sanghas, not of
the Mauryan Empire.

 Spies and informers system

@ Provincial governors

v Learn the 16 Mahajanapadas and classify them into Monarchies and Republics.
v Understand the rise of Magadha - location, resources and reasons for dominance.
Revision I| v Remember important dynasties — Haryanka, Shishunaga, Nanda and Maurya.
TipS v Know the routes and impacts of foreign invasions in North-West India.
- v Revise key rulers. battles and admmlstratwe features ne.-gu.nl:;nrl;\.r
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