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5] INTRODUCTION [7

The Vedic Period is one of the most important phases of ancient Indian history. It marks the beginning
of Indian culture, literature, religion, philosophy and social organization. It is mainly known through the

Vedas, which are the earliest literary sources of India.

o
7= (1. DEFINITION }ﬁ (2 TIME PERIOD )

® The term "Vedic” is derived from ' P
i “Veda”, which means knowledge. * Early Vedic (Rigvedic) Age:

It refers to the period when the c. 1500 BCE - 1000 BCE
+ Vedic literature was composed e Later Vedic Age:

i and when the Aryans lived -
 in the Indian subcontinent. c. 1000 BCE - 600 BCE

T {
It laid the foundation of VEDI C (Dates are approximate and
Indian civilization and culture. L subject to scholarly debate.)

= 4 PERIOD
—(3 SOURCES ) ——— . (Introduction) (J; 4. TWO PHASES?')—_\

| . ‘fe::: J:;zragl;:aizl:ut;l.uw ok (i) Early Vedic (Rigvedic) Age
A AT - Simpler life, tribal society,
Brahmanas composed hymns (mainly
Aranyakas : Rigveda). |
Upanishads . (ii) Later Vedic Age
e ~ Social, economic and political
Vedangas 3 :.Flm,_regﬁ’
o Later texts like Sutras. E ""‘-:::';;’ changes, composition of other
L and Puranas 't _ L Vedas and Upanishads.

v,

J

(‘5. SIGNIFICANCE)
= g S el o )
- (6. ARYANS IN INDIA' e Dt Bt Dk | 5L vEBaSE (ZOR%

* The Aryans were Indo-Aryan * Provides information about early Aryan life, ¢ The Vedas are considered
speaking pastoral people. society, economy, religion and polity. t as the oldest sacred texts
* They entered India through ¢ Formed the base of Indian philosophy, religion of India.
the north-western passes and cultural traditions. o They are of two types:
(c. 1500 BCE). * Vedic ideas influenced later Indian thought i = Shruti (revealed)
They settled in Sapta-Sindhu like Hinduism, Buddhism, Jainism etc. F%w-:.{-; | - Smriti (remembered)
region (land of seven rivers). k IV e The Vedas are divided into
Gradually, they expanded four - Rig, Sama, Yajur
and Atharva.
Xe

= AT A GLANCE <

Settlement in w If‘_It:-:‘.-mI:n::vﬁii:i:r-n of W i Development of \1 i Transition to w
Sapta-Sindhu Vedic Literature Society & Culture Later Vedic Age

The Vedic Period is the foundation of Indian civilization.
It witnessed the transition from a simple tribal life to a complex settled society.
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7 PHASES OF THE VEDIC PERIOD K

yi—E
The Vedic Period is broadly divided into two phases based on the cun‘l:eﬂ

of Vedic literature and changes in society, economy and culture.

,.H—L o) j—-\ r*—“]: 2. LATER VEDIC AGE j——-\
(c. 1500 BCE - 1000 BCE - (_c. 1000 BCE - 600 BCE -)

Main Source : Rigveda Main Sources : Samaveda, Yajurveda, Atharvaveda,
Nature of Life : Simple, pastoral, tribal Brahmanas, Aranyakas, Upanishads

Economy : Pastoralism; cattle rearing was Nature of Life : Settled agricultural life
the main occupation Economy : Agriculture developed; use of iron

Sn{;iety‘ : Tribal (Jana based), equality implements; trade and crafts increased
Society : Fourfold Varna system evolved

among people

Political System : Tribal chief called ‘Rajan’ Political System : Kingship became stronger; formation
of Janapadas
Religion : Worship of natural forces

Religion : Rituals and sacrifices became complex;
(Indra, Agni, Varuna, etc.)

emphasis on Brahmanas and Yajnas

Literature : Mainly hymns (Suktas) Literature : Prose works (Brahmanas, Aranyakas)
Important Features : g and philosophical texts (Upanishads)

» Aryans were semi-nomadic F- Important Features :

» Sapta-Sindhu (Punjab region) was the core area b o » Aryans moved to Ganga-Yamuna Doab

» Chief aim was to pray for material benefits _ » Social and economic differentiation began

> Simple social structure FRE L » Rise of Varnas and Ashramas

k-

> (T COMPARISON AT A GLANCE | < . N
Aspect Early Vedic Age (Rigvedic) | Later Vedic Age (—AEKEY POINIOCE )
he

‘ %% The Early Vedic Age laid t
Period c. 1500 BCE - 1000 BCE c. 1000 BCE - 600 BCE Faindabion.of Yedle cultuse

Samaveda, Yajurveda, Atharvaveda, and society.
Brahmanas, Aranyakas, Upanishads

Main Source Rigveda

The Later Vedic Age saw the
transition from a simple tribal

Economy Cattle rearing, limited agriculture Agriculture, trade, crafts, use of iron Iifelt-a a complex settled
civilization.

Nature of Life Nomadic, pastoral Settled, agricultural

P mee el B a3

Society Tribal, equality Varna system, social differentiation

This transition is reflected in

Political System Tribal chief (Rajan) Kingship, Janapadas economy, society, religion

Religion Worship of natural forces Rituals, sacrifices, rise of priestly class literature and political
organization.

Literature Hymns (Suktas) Prose works and philosophical texts

Geographical

Area

Sapta-Sindhu (Punjab region) Ganga-Yamuna Doab and beyond

-

_

-+ TIME LINE <

'\I.
c. 1500 BCE | <. 1500 - 1000 BCE c. 1000 BCE c. 1000 - 600 BCE After 600 BCE
Aryan Migration |—3 Early Vedic Age — Transition —

: Towards the Age
into India (Rigvedic Age) o Later Vedic Age

of Mahajanapadas
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~ VEDIC LITERATURE: THE CORE PRIMARY SOURCES -
— SHRUTI LITERATURE AND SMRITI LITERATURE |

Vedic literature is broadly divided into two categories — Shruti (that which is heard) and
Smriti (that which is remembered). Together, they form the foundation of Indian thought,
religion, law, ethics and culture.

=

& 1. SHRUTI LITERATURE | 2. SMRITI LITERATURE
])) (That which is heard) (That which is remembered)

Considered eternal, divine and infallible. Composed by sages and thinkers based on their understanding
“"Heard” by ancient sages (Rishis) in a state of deep meditation [*\A of Vedas.

and spiritual realization. i~ Not revealed but remembered, written and composed by
Not written by any human author; revealed by God. wa human authors.

Highest authority in Hindu religion and philosophy. l /] \ . Secondary authority after Shruti.

Passed down orally from generation to generation with - More flexible and suitable to time, place and circumstances.
utmost accuracy.

Deals with law, ethics, conduct, society, history and epics.

Components of Shruti Literature ; Major Types of Smriti Literature

Collection of hymns and mantras. . Itihasas Ramayana and Mahabharata - epic narratives

1. Sambhitas (Mantras - ,
( ) Rﬂmﬂa. Samaveda, YHJ_HWEdf. Atharvaveda (Historical Epics) with moral and historical lessons.

2. Brahmanas Explain the me'afl"i"EI of mantras and describe . Dharmasastras Manusmriti, Yajnavalkya Smriti — rules
(Prose Texts) rituals and sacrifices. (Law Texts) regarding duties, conduct, law and governance.

3. Aranyakas Discuss rituals in a symbolic way and . Puranas Stories of creation, deities, dynasties, sages
(Forest Texts) introduce philosophical ideas. (Mythological Texts) | and moral teachings.

4. Upanishads Deal with the nature of reality, self (Atman), 4. Grihyasutras Rules for domestic ri‘i;‘.uals, sacraments and
(Philosophical Texts) Brahman and liberation (Moksha). family life.

5. Dharmasutras Earlyr texts on law, duties and social norms.
Shruti is cnnc.erned with 5P""t”a| truth and is the highest | v{::» Smriti adapts aternal prmmples tu practma[ I|fe and societal
source of religious knuwledge needs.

I |
LS = |

L__ T e e =S O e —— - y. '\‘-"\-._ —

9| COMPARISON AT A GLANCE | = RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN r=— |  KEY POINTS [-——
P T = | . SHRUTI & SMRITI 'J , L= -.
Aspect Shrutl Lsterature I Smnt.l Literature T —— = ]

P : Rl v Shruti is eternal and divine; Smriti
That which is | 1% Shruti is the foundation; Smriti is the is human and adaptable.
| application.

remembered

Meaning That which is heard
iy 3 ! Pt ¥7 Shruti deals with truth of existence;

Revaatad iijiEsd, Composad by 53;5 5% Smriti is based on and derived from Smriti with duty in life.
d on Shruti.
| iy Saaee ! e _inEdL w , ] 1 %7 Shruti leads to Moksha (liberation);
Authority | Highest, infallible Secondary, human ‘ Y If there is any conflict, Shruti holds Smriti ensures righteous living.
i » y the highest authority.
. Nature Eternal, unchangeable Changeable, flexible '9 d | ﬁ Knowledge of both is essential for

i cal | | ¥ Together, they guide both spiritual complete understanding of Indian

Spiritual, philosophical, Ethical, legal, histerical, y_§ - .
ritua“s‘_;ic_ social realization and Padmal living. thought and culture.

Origin

Contents
ltihasas, Puranas,
Dharmasastras,
Grihyasutras

Vedas, Brahmanas,

Emmp[&; Aranyaka!‘h Upanishads

To reveal ultimate To guide conduct and
Purpose truth and spiritual society in daily life
knowledge

Shruti Literature
(Core Texts)

I
Smriti Literature

(Secondary Texts)
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Time Period | 1500-1200 BCE 1500-1200 BCE 1200-800 BCE 1200 -800 BCE B AR e TN
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{ THE FOUR VEDAS |«

The Vedas are the oldest and most sacred scriptures of India. They are the foundation
of Indian religion, philosophy, culture and way of life.

“

= | AR
SAMAVEDA o YAJURVEDA ATHARVAVEDA
(Samaveda) (Yajurveda) (Atharvaveda)

-

o Oldest of the four Vedas. * Composed mainly from the ¢ Composed in the Later Vedic » Composed in the Later Vedic

o Composed in the Early Vedic verses of Rigveda. Age (c. 1200-800 BCE). Age (c. 1200-800 BCE).
Age (c. 1500-1200 BCE). Belongs to the Early Vedic Consists of prose mantras

¢ Consists of 10 Mandalas, Age. and verses.
1028 Hymns (Suktas) and Consists of about 1875 Used by priests (Hotr) during
about 10,600 verses. verses. sacrifices and rituals.

» Consists of 20 Books and
about 730 hymns.

Contains hymns, spells,
charms, prayers and
philosophical ideas.

» Deities — Prithvi (Earth),
Brahman, Skambha, and
many others.

Composed by different Used in singing (sama) during TroAmakibeiencin: =
Rishis (seers) like Vishvamitra, rituals and sacrifices. Shukla (White) and Krishna
Vasistha, Atri, Bharadwaj etc. Main theme - Melodious (Black).

Main theme — Hymns in praise chants and hymns. Main theme - Sacrificial

of deities and nature. | Deities — Same as Rigveda, formulas and ritual

Fi - E day life,
Deities — Indra, Agni, Varuna, but emphasis on praise in instructions. yree b

medicine, protection, welfare

Mitra, Ushas, Soma, etc. musical form. Foful — Paformifies &F anil apirféial kaibwibdge:

Focus — Worship, devotion ' Focus — Worship through sacrifices and rituals.
and seeking blessings. music and chants.

Type of Text: Samh; _‘i Type of Text: Samhita | Type of Text: Samhita i Type of Text: Samhita
(Hymns) _J | (Sung Hymns) | (Prose & Verse) ! (Hymns, Spells & Prayers) l

— - -

/ I

e sy E '_J,J \ y,

> (" COMPARISON AT A GLANCE )< 7 °| KEY POINTS |7 —

Aspect | Rigveda Samaveda Yajurveda j Atharvaveda | Y% The four Vedas together are

Meaning Knowledge of Hymns | Knowledge of Melodies | Knowledge of Sacrifices iR o called "Chaturveda’
. | | ..[MYEE R Tnehs) | | Y% They are Shruti literature -

Mature Hymns (Poetry) Hymns set to Music Prose and Verse Hymns, Spells, Prayers eternal and authorless.

Praise of Deities, Singing in Rituals I Performing Rituals | For Daily Life, Protection, ﬁ They form the foundation

Seeking Blessings and Sacrifices . and Sacrifices | Health and Religion . of Indian philosophy, religion,

Main Use

Priests Hotr Udgatr | Adhvaryu Brahman %% Each Veda has a unique purpose
Practical & Spiritual but all are connected to spiritual
Knowledge and practical life.

Key Feature Oldest Veda | Musical Chants Ritualistic Instructions

Type of Text Samhita (Hymns) Samhita (Sung Hymns) | Samhita (Prose & Verse) | Samhita (Hymns, Spells)

] ORIGIN AND TRANSMISSION [

Revealed to Rishis = . (£ | Y 8 Memorized with . Preserved for
in deep meditation ., B I_ .l Ll perfect accuracy = generations
by divine beings. o : . Al . 2 using special e 1Y g - = without any
; Pl Wi Gl ) techniques. i written form
for thousands
— of years.

>1" IMPORTANCE OF THE FOUR VEDAS |7

¥r Oldest literary i Y1 Source of Indian i ¥r Basis of Dharma, i Y7 Guide for rituals, I % Foundation of l
heritage of India | culture and civilization | ethics and philosophy i sacrifices and worship ! spiritual knowledge )]
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AUXILIARY VEDIC TEXTS:
_|_BRAHMANAS, ARANYAKAS, UPANISHADS, VEDANGAS | ¢

= ™
i Along with the Vedas (Samhitas), a rich body of literature developed to explain rituals,

symbolism, philosophy, and correct usage of Vedic recitation. These are called Auxiliary
Vedic Texts.

if

r— —_— —_— _\“', -~ —_— — - -

BRAHMANAS | ARANYAKAS | UPANISHADS | ( VEDANGAS
(Ritualistic Texts) | (Forest Texts) | (Philosophical Texts) | (Limbs of the Veda)

Prose texts composed after the “Aranyaka”™ means "of the forest’. » The concluding part of Vedic "Vedanga” means "limb of the
Samhitas. Composed for those who went to literature. Veda".
Explain the meaning and method the forest for study and penance. Deal with the truth about the These are six auxiliary disciplines
of Vedic rituals and sacrifices. Serve as a bridge between self (Atman), Brahman, universe that help in the correct
Written by the priests to guide rituals (Brahmanas) and and liberation (Moksha). understanding, recitation and
the performance of yajnas. philosophy (Upanishads). Emphasize knowledge (Jnana) preservation of the Vedas.
Belong to each Veda. Reflect a shift from external over rituals. Developed to support the study
sacrifice to internal contemplation. Form the basis of Indian and application of Vedic texts.

philosophy.

Accurate recitation, pronunciation,

Rituals, sacrificial procedures, Meditation, symbolism of rituals, Brahman, Atman, karma, rebirth, . meter, grammar, etymology and
mantras, duties of priests, inner sacrifices, spiritual Moksha, meditation, highest astronomy.

. symbolism of yajnas. preparation, iritual knowled
. ) ! L ) \ sﬂmf e T _ The Six Vedangas:

Examples: Examples: Examples: t+ Shiksha (Phonetics)

< Ajtareya Brahmana (Rigveda) % Aitareya Aranyaka (Rigveda) 4 Isha, Kena, Katha, Mundaka, Kalpa (Rituals & Procedures)
#+ Shatapatha Brahmana (Yajurveda) % Taittiriya Aranyaka (Yajurveda) Taittiriya, Aitareya, Chandogya, Vyakarana (Grammar)

«#* Panchavimsha Brahmana (Samaveda) % Kausitaki Aranyaka (Rigveda) Brihadaranyaka, Prashna, Mandukya Nirukta (Etymology)

4+ Gopatha Brahmana (Atharvaveda) 4 Brihadaranyaka (part of Yajurveda) ' Chandas (Prosody)

AN & By ; Jyotisha (Astronomy)

>{__ COMPARISON AT A GLANCE _J< [ [ xev ponts |

Brahmanas ﬂranyaln:as | Upanishads [ Vedangas | ‘2?
i +

These texts show the evolution of
Ritualistic Prose Mystical & Symbolic Philosophical Ted_'-nu:ﬁl & Vedic thought from ritual to
Scientific philosophy.

Explain rituals Prepare for Seek ultimate truth = | Support and preserve Brahmanas focus on actions,
and sacrifices spiritual knowledge Atman & Brahman Vedic knowledge Aranyakas on reflection,

Upanishads on realization.

External sacrifices, Inner meaning of Self-realization, Correct. recitation, Ved bl it
duties of priests rituals, meditation liberation (Moksha) PAmARmesy bk s PR
astronomy, ete. accuracy and continuity of

: . Vedic knowledge.
Prose (with symbolic Prose & Verse Mastly Sutra style

teachings) | Together, they form the complete

Later than Concluding part of Developed along with knowledge system of the
Brahmanas Vedic literature Vedic study Vedic tradition. '

Prose

Later than Samhitas

Isha, Kena, Katha Shiksha, Vyakarana,
Upanishad Chandas, etc.

Shatapatha Brahmana Taittiriya Aranyaka

7 RELATIONSHIP AND PROGRESSION <

=y . \ Iy ! r

Samhitas (Mantras) | Brahmanas | ‘ Aranyakas I

Upanishads Vedangas

Hymns and prayers = Explain the rituals Interpret rituals | Seek ultimate truth - Tools and disciplines

and sacrifices symbolically, prepare Atman, Brahman and for correct understanding
' for higher knowledge Moksha and preservation

*.
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A CREATOR ACADEMIA
- o —— »

—"

GEOGRAPHICAL E){'[I_ENT AND MIGRATION

|r The Vedic people were originally semi- nomadlc pastoralists. Over time, they mlgrated
from Central Asia to the north-west of the Indian subcontinent and gradually
expanded to the Ganga-Yamuna Doab and beyond.

1. ORIGINAL HOME ' 2. ROUTE OF MIGRATION . | 3. GEOGRAPHICAL EXTENT
= | r. ' | IN VEDIC PERIOD
Scholars believe the original home of the The Indo-Aryans entered India through the i 3 W OCEEE S
Indo-Aryans was Central Asia. north-western passes. — [ Early Vedic Age (Rigvedic Age) f } T
They were part of the larger Indo-European | Main routes: '

» The Vedic people initially settled in the
people. & Khyber Pass Sapta-Sindhu region.

Archaeclogical and linguistic evidence supports ++ Bolan Pass
their movement towards South Asia. #¢ Gomal Pass

Sapta-Sindhu means “land of seven rivers”,
Rivers included:

They crossed the Hindu Kush mountains and < Indus (Sindhu)

entered the Indian subcontinent. Jhelum (Vitasta)

| &
They moved gradually, not in a single invasion. % Chenab (Asikni)
CENTRAL ASIA & Ravi (Iravati)
s X A n.u 'u HINDU KUSH 4+ Beas (Vipasha)

—/‘ﬁ"\ R = 2 Sutlej (Shutudri)
Khyber-—l 8., 7 4 i

1 Saraswati (sometimes included)
I(_Late.r ‘E;c Ege

* Gradual expansion towards the east.
o Extended to the Ganga-Yamuna Doab.
* Later reached the middle Ganga plain.

| « Marked the beginning of settled agricultural life.
LY

INDIAN
_ SUBCONTINENT

L 'MAP: VEDIC GEOGRAPHICAL EXPANSION — =
e \-, \*’ AR M

y L5 '\ |'_ : -
CENTRAL 74 ’}1: A : .@ el KEY TO MAP
HINDU KUSH . f"
ASA ,-' : ;’ % ; Early Vedic Settlement
ndus .Thelum \ 5 Sapta-5Sindhu Regi
KhYber Fa&s _‘,ﬂ‘ (Slﬂdhu} {Vt&ﬁta} l‘-"'f-'.--. '."-r_.l' { Pta I u EQIGI‘I}
i'/ : / Chenab7 a Zha,’ > % ' Later Vedic Expansion

J(ﬂﬂikn'} Ravi f ' & S (Ganga-Yamuna Doab
Gomal Pass —@ IJN /‘ (lmﬂt‘) ¥ = and beyond)
#~  SAPTA-SINDHU >

.~ (Vipasha) _
o Vi . R T \ Rivers
s a Sutlej ™
(_n.x/——/ ‘e e~~~ (Shutudri) GANGA-YAMUNA
: DOAB

(Later Vedic Area)

Bolan Pass--i ,/r

(ngvedlc Argay Beas - G - - N Route of Migration

Mountain Ranges
Saraswati

BFEw - ™ e
% The movement was gradual

|

[

and spread over centuries, |
|

MIDDLE GANGA PLAIN

not a sudden invasion.

4. NA_TURE OF MIGRATION I A 5. IMPORTANCE r - (— iz 6. KEY POINTS __—l{ =

Original home: Central Asia
Migration was a slow and continuous process. Helped in the spread of Vedic culture and language. ' :
Entry through: North-western passes
Early Vedic Area: Sapta-Sindhu
No evidence of a sudden large-scale invasion. Caused economic transition from pastoralism Later Vedic Area: Ganga-Yamuna Doab
to agriculture. and Middle Ganga Plain

The Indo-Aryans mixed with local populations. Led to the formation of new settlements.

It was a process of cultural interaction Miarat; R "
igration: ual and continuous
and assimilation, Laid the foundation of future Indian civilization, 9
Outcome: Expansion, assimilation and

cultural development

¥ J_DURNEY OF THE VEDIC PEOPLE

E - ._ h
Central Asia Crossing Hindu Kush HartEhanrH::re::le:ug'asms Sapta=Sindhu Region Ganga=Yamuna Doab Middle Ganga Plain
(Original Home) Mountains

(Khyber, Gomal Bolan) (Early Vedic Settlement) {Later Vedic Expansion) (Further Expansion)

; i KNOWLEDGE TODAY,
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_ COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS: EARLY vs. LATER VEDIC PERIOD <

(CREATOR ACADEMIA
Sl

Bk

‘*.
The Vedic Period is broadly divided into Early Vedic (Rigvedic) Age and Later Vedic Age. ‘

Both periods show a gradual transition in society, economy, religion, polity and culture.

ASPECT

e

EARLY VEDIC PERIOD
(Rigvedic Age)
c. 1500-1000 BCE

Tribe and Society
Economy

Political
Organization

Religion and
Beliefs

Literature

Lifestyle

ﬁ Main Feature
L — —————
——

e —

LATER VEDIC PERIOD
c. 1000-600 BCE

Sapta-Sindhu region
s Limited to Punjab and
north-western India

Semi-nomadic pastoralists
e Tribal (Jana) organization
Equality and simplicity

Based on pastoralism
Cattle were wealth
Limited agriculture

Tribal chief called ‘Rajan’
s Assembly (Sabha) and

Council (Samiti)

Mo kingship or empire

Worship of nature forces

(Indra, Agni, Varuna, etc.)
s Simple rituals and sacrifices
* Polytheism

Main literature — Rigveda
Hymns (Suktas) in praise
of deities

s Simple life, wooden houses
s Clothes from animal skin
and wool

Oral tradition begins
¢ Gurukul system in
primitive form

No or limited use
of iron

Age of Hymns and
Simple Living

B

Expanded to Ganga—Yamuna Doab

and beyond
Reached the middle Ganga plain

s Settled agricultural communities
* Caste system starts emerging

Social hierarchy develops

Agriculture becomes important

* Use of iron tools
s Trade and craft activities increase

* Strong kingship develops
+ Janapadas (territorial states)

emerge
Bureaucracy and administration grow

e Complex rituals and sacrifices
+ Concept of Brahman develops

Belief in life after death, karma
and rebirth begins

Composition of Samaveda,
Yajurveda, Atharvaveda

Brahmanas, Aranyakas, Upanishads
are composed

Permanent houses, use of bricks
and tiles
Better clothing, ornaments

¢ Gurukul system well-developed
o Education includes Vedas and

|
L

other subjects

Widespread use of iron
tools and weapons

Age of Rituals, Settlements
and Philosophical Thinking

a—

~

KEY CHANGE

From North-West
to Eastward
Expansion

From Tribal Equality
to Social Hierarchy

From Pastoralism
to Agriculture
and Trade

From Tribal Rule
to Monarchies
and States

From Nature Wership
to Philosophical
Thought

From Hymns to
Prose, Philosophy
and Knowledge

From Simple Living
to Settled and
Comfortable Life

From Basic Oral
Tradition to
Systematic Learning
From No Iron

to Iron Age
(Krishna Ayas)
From Simplicity

to Complexity

MAJOR TRANSITIONS

( Geographical } — ( Sapta-Sindhu — Ganga Plain

o

Economic | —> | Pastoralism — Agriculture & Trade

| —» | Tribal Equality — Caste System

Social

Tribal Chiefs — Monarchies
Mature Worship — Philesophical .
Thought

| Political |— |

Religious , —

—

Cultural

J — | Oral Hymns — Prose & Philosophy

— e e
The Later Vedic Age laid the foundation for
the rise of Mahajanapadas, Jainism, Buddhism

and the classical age of India.

I
I
|
!
|
|

~

Creator Academia

© TIMELINE OF CHANGE |

1

Early Vedic Age

c. 1500-1000 BCE

* Semi-nomadic life
Rigveda composition
Pastoral economy
Simple society

Transition Phase

c. 1000-800 BCE

# Gradual settlement

= Agriculture begins

» Rituals become complex

Later Vedic Age

c. 1000-600 BCE

= Urbanization begins
Iron tools in use
Rise of kingdoms
Philosophical ideas grow

Complex Rituals

KEY POINTS

5%t The Early Vedic Age is also called Rigvedic
Age because Rigveda is the main source.

W

The Later Vedic Age saw the composition of
all four Vedas and the rise of Brahmanas,
Aranyakas and Upanishads.

s

This period marks the shift from simple
tribal life to settled agricultural and
hierarchical society.

The changes during this period shaped the

social, economic and religious foundations
of ancient India.

(o

"l
B

Philesophieal Theughts Foundation of

Indian Civilization
KNOWLEDGE TODAY,
SUCCESS TOMORROW
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The Vedic society evolved from small tribal communities to organized kingdoms.

=
L Several political and social concepts emerged during this period.

i A. KEY POLITICAL CONCEPTS [

2. SABHA 3. SAMITI 4. VIDATHA

. 1. RM&'\N {Klng) e

The chief of the tribe.

Elected or chosen, not
hereditary in Early Vedic
Age. * Discussed social, political
and military matters. s Took important decisions
like war, peace and
selection of the king. * Promoted unity and
¢ Considered more powerful cooperation.
than Sabha

B. I(E't‘r SOCIAL CONCEPTS

O '\f ~

1. VARNA SYSTEM Al z ASHRAMA SYSTEH ' 3. FAMIL\" SYSTEM 4, POSIT]DN OF WOMEN 5. CONCEPT OF RINA
(Social Classification) | (Later Vedic Age) | — | ‘ (Debts)

¢ An assembly of elders * A general assembly of » A religious and social * In Later Vedic Age, tribes

and respected persons. all free members of the institution. settled in a territory.
tribe. .
* Organized sacrifices, * Gave rise to Janapadas

feasts and gatherings. (territorial states).

e Laid the foundation of
future kingdoms and
Mahajanapadas.

Protector of the people
and upholder of order. * Had advisory and

Received gifts (Bali) and deliberative functions.
tribute.

=

Brahmacharya
(Studentship) Sy =N _ P,

"_.K;triyﬁ [ Grihastha =1 _ I : /@} \

(Warriors) (Householder)

it —T— < A5 Sl TN
(Commeoners, Traders, Vanaprastha ' | 2% 33 SLinik _ AT e
A ) (Withdrawal) I Wnl:rl.an E.ruo}n&d a rglspectablg | (Debt to
' Pékrioréhel ad joit furndy || (Eotion i Eaty Vedc Age Sages)
W system. They participated in rituals,
|
|

Sannyasa

: assemblies and education.
| (Renunciation)

Based on qualities and
functions (not by birth in Kula (family) was the Some women scholars -
Early Vedic Age). basic unit of society. Lopamudra, Ghosha, Maitreyi,
Provided division of labour * Four stages of life. Gargi.

and social order. o Taught the ideal way of Empha:ns n'j’;dd':c'l’l'"e* e e To be repaid through
Became rigid and hereditary living a balanced life. e e Vedic Age sacrifices, study and

in Later Vedic Age. ' progeny.

= Every person is born with
three debts.

C. OTHER IMPORTANT CONCEPTS

1. DHARMA || R 3, TAJNA " 4. DAAN {GWING .| " 5. SHANTI & SAMRIDDHI

* Righteous duties and » Cosmic order and * Sacrifices to please * Gift giving was a » Prayers for peace,
moral ﬂr{fer- universal law. the deities. vi.rtue. prosperity and

* Basis of Individual and e Maintained by truth » Central to religious * Kings andl| people welfare of all.
social life. and good deeds. and social life. gaveaan o

o

priests and needy.

SUMMARY - - KEY TAKEAWAYS
' Political institutions like Sabha, Samiti and Rajan ensured | | “ e ¥ ,,..I' ] Early Vedic Age - Tribal, equal and simple.
collective decision-making. H . : 4 Later Vedic Age — Settled, hierarchical and
v Social concepts like Varna, Ashrama and Rina maintained order ; E . . \F organized.
and discipline. . : <=k Evolution of political and social ideas was

v These ideas laid the foundation of Indian polity, society and S i gradual and dynamic. §

These concepts shaped the foundation of

ancient Indian civilization.
KNOWLEDGE TODAY,
SUCCESS TOMORROW
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Vedic Period:

Early Vedic (Rigvedic) and Later Vedic Age

QUICK EXAMINATION

= = =

EARLY VEDIC AGE (Rigvedic Age) - c. 1500-1000 BCE. Semi-nomadic pastoral people settled in Sapta—Sindhu.
LATER VEDIC AGE - c. 1000-600 BCE. Expansion towards Ganga—Yamuna Doab and beyond.
THE VEDIC PERIOD - The foundation of Indian culture, religion, philosophy, society, economy and polity.

S L —_

QUICK EXAMINATION FACTS

@ Literature (Early Vedic):

Geographical Area (Early Vedic):

Sapta—Sindhu region (Punjab and
north—western India).

Geographical Area (Later Vedic):
Ganga—Yamuna Doab, middle Ganga
plain and beyond.

People: Indo—Aryans.

Economy (Early Vedic):
Pastoralism, cattle rearing,
limited agriculture.

Economy (Later Vedic):
Agriculture developed, use of
iron tools, trade and craft.

Political Organization (Early Vedic):

Tribal rule. Raja was the chief,
Sabha and Samiti existed.

Political Organization (Later Vedic):

Janapadas emerged, monarchy
stronger, bureaucracy developed.

Society (Early Vedic):
Tribal, equal status, no rigid
caste system.

Society (Later Vedic):
Varna system became prominent,
social hierarchy developed.

Religion (Early Vedic):
Worship of natural forces — Indra,
Agni, Varuna, Soma.

Religion (Later Vedic):

Rituals and sacrifices increased,
concept of Brahman, karma,
rebirth developed.

b= I

Pastoral Agriculture
Life Growth

e

i

ONE LINE MEMORY TRICK

Rigveda — hymns in praise of deities.

Literature (Later Vedic):
Samaveda, Yajurveda, Atharvaveda,
Brahmanas, Aranyakas, Upanishads
composed.

Rishis (Seers):
Vishvamitra, Vasistha, Atri, Bharadwaj,
Gautama, Jamadagni.

Chief Deities:
Indra (king of gods), Agni (fire),

Varuna (water), Soma (moon).

Important Concepts:
Rta (cosmic order), Yajna (sacrifice),
Dharma (duty), Dana (gift).

Education:
Guru—Shishya system,
oral tradition.

Lifestyle (Early Vedic):
Simple life, tents, animal skin
clothing, wooden houses.

Lifestyle (Later Vedic):
Settled life, permanent houses,
use of bricks and tiles.

Significance:

Laid the foundation of Indian
civilization, culture, philosophy,
and religion.

Time Period:
Early Vedic = c. 1500-1000 BCE
Later Vedic — c. 1000-600 BCE

Key Outcome:
From tribal pastoral society to

settled agricultural and hierarchical
society.

Rituals & Foundation of
Yajna Indian Culture
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Vedic Period:

Early Vedic (Rigvedic) and Later Vedic Age
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{'@“ Choose the most appropriate answer for each question.

P >

|

s e — i e e O e e

Which river is called the “Sorrow

of the Vedic Age™?

A. Saraswati
B. Sindhu
C. Ganga

D. Yamuna

Which Veda contains the oldest hymns
of the Vedic literature?

A. Yajurveda
B. Samaveda
C. Atharvaveda
D. Rigveda

The earliest Vedic society was based on
which economic activity?

A. Agriculture

B. Trade and Commerce

C. Pastoralism

D. Craft Production NS e B

Which institution in the Early Vedic Age
was an assembly of elders?

A. Samiti

B. Sabha

C. Parishad

D. Vidatha

Which of the following is NOT one of the
four Vedas?

A. Rigveda

B. Samaveda

C. Arthaveda

D. Atharvaveda

% F
# .
'

Answer: A. Saraswati

@ Explanation:

The river Saraswati, which was once mighty and
important in the Rigvedic region, gradually disappeared.
Its disappearance is called the “Sorrow of the Vedic Age”
by scholars.

Answer: D. Rigveda

3@'- Explanation:

The Rigveda is the oldest of the four Vedas. It
contains hymns composed in praise of various deities

by the Rishis.

Answer: C. Pastoralism

-\@’- Explanation:

The Early Vedic people were semi-nomadic pastoralists.
Cattle rearing was their main occupation and source
of wealth.

Answer: B. Sabha

-\@’* Explanation:

The Sabha was a small assembly of elders and
respected persons. It discussed important social

and political matters.

Answer: C. Arthaveda

| @ Explanation:

There is no Veda named Arthaveda. The four Vedas
are Rigveda, Samaveda, Yajurveda and Atharvaveda.

Practice these questions to strengthen your understanding of the Vedic Period.
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Early Vedic (Rigvedic) and Later Vedic Age
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F@f Choose the most appropriate answer for each question.

Which river was associated with the . Answer: C. Ganga
Later Vedic Age and the expansion :

of Vedic culture? _— - @ Explanation:

A. Sindhu P Bai = iy _ In the Later Vedic Age, the Vedic people expanded
B. Saraswati = =

C. Ganga
D. Yamuna

eastward towards the Ganga-Yamuna Doab and the

middle Ganga plains.

L
W H

The Samaveda is primarily associated with Answer: B. Melodious chanting

which activity?

A. Recitation of hymns 2 | @ Explanation:

B. Melodious chanting e NG B WA The Samaveda consists of hymns from the Rigveda

6 Pitermants Bt vibidls T S set to music. It was meant for melodious chanting

D. Grammar and phonetics T aasge during rituals.

Which concept refers to the cosmic order Answer: B. Rta
and law in the Vedic Period?

A. Dharma % | @ Explanation:

B. Rta A il | Rta means the universal cosmic order and truth that

G Karma regulates the natural and moral world. It is frequently

D. Moksha - oM mentioned in the Rigveda.

S

Which social system became more Answer: B. Caste system (Varna)
prominent in the Later Vedic Age?

A. Tribal system ' @ Explanation:

B. Caste system (Varna) Vaishya _ The Varna system (Brahmana, Kshatriya, Vaishya,
C. Matrilineal system Shudra) became more structured and prominent in
the Later Vedic Age.

D. Nomadic system
e

Which Upanishad is considered the oldest Answer: B. Brihadaranyaka Upanishad
among the principal Upanishads? _. i

A. Katha Upanishad s J( () Explanation:

B. Brihadaranyaka Upanishad " The Brihadaranyaka Upanishad is one of the oldest
C. Chandogya Upanishad SN

D. Isa Upanishad

Upanishads and part of the Shukla Yajurveda.

e = —— — N I T =
| ﬁ Tip: Review these questions regularly. Understanding the concepts is the key to scoring high! }
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Early Vedic (Rigvedic) and Later Vedic Age
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Choose the most appropriate answer for each question. ]

Which of the following was NOT one
of the major deities of the nguedlc
people? -
A. Indra

B. Agni

C. Varuna

D. Brahma

D. Brahma

Answer:

@ Explanation:

Brahma was not a major deity in the Rigvedic
period. The main deities were Indra, Agni, Varuna,

Soma, Ushas, Surya, etc.

.

Which term refers to the assemblies

of the people in the Vedic P«_;g_e?_

A. Samiti
B. Sabha
C. Parishad
D. Vidatha

——

The conCEpt of Dharma in the ‘Jedlc
Age is mainly associated with:

A. Rituals and sacrifices

B. Cosmic order and duty

C. Caste duties only

D. War and conquest

Answer: A. Samiti

@ Explanation:

Samiti was a general assembly of all free members

of the tribe. Sabha was a smaller council of elders.

Answer: B. Cosmic order and duty

@ Explanation:

In the Vedic Age, Dharma referred to the

cosmic order, righteousness and duty that

sustains the universe and society.

Which of the following is a Brahmana
text associated with the Rigveda?

A. Shatapatha Brahmana
. Aitareya Brahmana

B
C. Taittiriya Brahmana
D

. Panchavimsha Brahmana

Answer: B. Aitareya Brahmana

@ Explanation:

Aitareya Brahmana is a Brahmana text associated
with the Rigveda. Shatapatha is with Yajurveda,
Taittiriya with Krishna Yajurveda, and Panchavimsha
with Sama Veda.

Iron was widely used in the
Later Vedic Age for:

A. Making ornaments
. Agricultural tools and
weapons
. Writing on palm leaves
] Building temples

Answer: B. Agricultural tools and weapons

@ Explanation:

The Later Vedic Age saw the extensive use of
iron for making agricultural tools, weapons and
other implements, which helped in the expansion
of agrlcultere and kingdoms.

* Tip: Regular practme of MCQs lmpmves retention and exam performance!
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[ '@f Choose the most appropriate answer for each question. J

Which Vedic text contains instructions ' Answer: B. Brahmanas
related to rituals and sacrifices?

A. Rigveda \ @ Explanation:
B. Brahmanas ( g ' 4 Brahmanas are prose texts that mainly explain

the rituals, sacrifices, their significance and the

C. Aranyakas e |
D. Upanishads : ‘ @ .= correct method of performance.

F

e ——————

— — - . ; . - \

VRS Wha Tolloving (asi.a hiaire Answer: B. Settlement in villages and towns
of the Later Vedic Age? il

A. Nomadic life .\ W 4 @ Explanation:
B. Settlement in villages and towns 4 = FoY In the Later Vedic Age, people settled in permanent

C. Absence of private property '_.'_i..,if_ “ — villages and some towns, engaged in agriculture,

D. No social hlerarchy _ = trade and crafts.

Which concept in the "n.r'edlc Period refers
to the cycle of birth and rebirth based

on actions? @ Explanatlnn

Answer: B. Karma

A. Dharma ..- = Karma refers to actions of a person. In the Later
B. Karma =% _- Vedic Age, belief in karma and rebirth became
C. Yajna A e stronger, laying the foundation of later Indian
D. Moksha % philosophy.
= S S T R —— =tat e

— -~

Which text is known as the ‘Forest _ 3 Answer: B. Aranyakas
Texts"? - N
@ Explanation:

A. Brahmanas

gl ) Aranyakas are called “Forest Texts” because they
PR ARe , 2 were studied by sages who lived in forests. They

C. Samaveda A = explain the deeper meaning of rituals and lead

D. Vedangas e ) = E towards meditation and knowledge.

e

Which of the following was NOT a Answer: C. Extensive use of iron
characteristic of the Early Vedic Age? _ A, ;
"~ Explanation:

A. Cattle rearing 7 D¢
B. Tribal organization Y 4 Extensive use of iron was a feature of the Later

C. Extensive use of iron 3¢ Vedic Age. The Early Vedic people mainly used
D. Worship of natural forces @ e copper, bronze and stone tools.
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